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Am I Entitled to NHS Free Prescriptions? 
 

It can be confusing to work out if you are entitled to free prescriptions or not, especially if you are on  
Universal Credit. Follow the steps below to help you figure out if you can get free prescriptions.  

 

Do you receive  
Universal Credit? 

 

Yes No 
 

In your last Assessment Period did you and your  
partner have net earnings of £435 or less? 

 
last Assessment Period = the authority will assess you based on  
your earnings for 1 month  
you and your partner = only applies if you and your partner are  
jointly claiming for universal credit  
net earnings = income from any job you might have 

 

Yes No 

 
You are entitled to Does your Universal Credit include 
Free Prescriptions 
 
 

an element for children (This is the 
part of your universal credit that 
accounts for your children)? 

  
                                                           Yes                                                           No 

  
In your last Assessment Period, 

did you and your partner have  
net earnings of £935 or less? 

 
Yes                                       No 

 
 

You are entitled to Please refer to the  
Free Prescriptions Blue Box 

Do you have limited capability for 

work (LCW) or limited capability 

for work and work-related 

activity (LCWRA)? 

 
Yes                                                                                                                

 
 

In your last Assessment Period, 

did you and your partner have  
net earnings of £935 or less? 
 
 
Yes     No 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      No 

 
 
 

Please refer to  
the Blue Box 

 

  You are entitled to 
 

  Please refer to 
Free Prescriptions the Blue Box 

 

You will still qualify for full help with health costs if you get:  
Income Support / Income related employment and support allowance / Income-based Jobseeker’s 

Allowance / The guarantee credit part of Pension Credit /Working Tax Credit and/or Child Tax Credit,  
Or if you are  

Over 60 / Having treatment for cancer / Live in Wales / Live in Scotland / Are pregnant / have had a baby 

in last 12 months and you have an exemption certificate  
Alternatively, you might be eligible under the NHS Low Income Scheme or check https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-

nhs/help-with-health-costs/get-help-with-prescription-costs/ for more information.  
If you are still unsure, please contact the Coventry Independent Advice Service on 024 7652 1100 or visit the website 
to see more information on their drop-in sessions https://covadvice.org.uk/advice/weekly-advice-sessions/. 
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